Methylthioadenosine nucleosidase in normal and dystrophic human muscle.
Human skeletal muscle homogenate was found to contain a nucleosidase that catalyzes the hydrolysis of 5'-methylthioadenosine, a known inhibitor of many methyl transfer reactions. When the levels of methylthioadenosine nucleosidase in muscle of patients were compared with those of controls, no significant alterations in its activity were noted in patients with various forms of muscular dystrophies, polymyositis and certain denervating diseases.